
Kickbacks: This word may not typically be used, but it 
should be remembered that in most states there are 
restrictions or prohibitions against health care 
professionals offering to pay or paying for the referral 
of a client or patient, or receiving payment for a 
referral made, in any manner and to any degree. Such 
a payment is considered to be a kickback, as that term 
is typically understood. Referrals for health care 
services should be made solely in the best interests of 
patients and should not be made because of a 
payment made or received for the referral. Payment 
for referrals by health care professionals, whether in 
the form of money or otherwise, is typically a crime. 
 


